Minutes of the 2022 District of Powers Lake Annual Meeting, August 5, 2022
Randall Town Hall, Bassett, WI 53105
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Neal Kuhn led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Neal Kuhn, Bob Stoll, Dave Anstett, Jim Michels, Ken Vesely were present. 
Neal informed attendees that at this meeting they are part of the board and have a vote. 

Approval of the Minutes of the 2021 Annual Meeting:
 Ken made a motion to accept the minutes. Dave seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report as of 8/02/2022 
Beginning Balance Checking Account = $15,570.76
Receipts				  = $1,500/00
Disbursements 			  = $5,053.94
End Balance Checking account 	  = $12,016.82

Total Money Market 			  = $83,908.74
AIS-BCS Money Market portion         = $10,406.50
Wetland Money Market portion 	  = $73,502.24
Total Wetland CDs 			  = $11,172.01
Wetland CDs and Money Market 	  = $84,674.25

Total Cash 				  = $107,097.57

Jim made a motion to accept the report, Bob seconded. Motion carried.

Chairperson’s Report:
Neal thanked all the board members and volunteers who helped the District.
Neal then presented a history of the 2000 purchase of 70 acres of wetland from the Kozie family. He recapped the value of wetlands to the lake and of this 22.74 acre parcel of wetland to be purchased. Money has been set aside over the years to take advantage of a possible future availability of wetlands to the DPL. A state loan to cover the balance will allow yearly taxes for residents to remain the same. 3 votes will need to be taken based on the lender’s requirement. The budget for 2023 was structured to be able to do this without tax increase. The importance and strategic value of this wetland to the lake was outlined. If this purchase occurs, the DPL will own roughly 100 acres of wetland. Several other attempts to purchase the Monaco property and wetland have to date been unsuccessful.
Water Treatment/ Aquatic Invasive Species {AIS}:
Eurasian Water Milfoil is down to 2.75 acres. The invasives will never be eradicated but we have come a long way from the 79 plus acres we once had. We will continue with this successful initiative to control the invasives. The post treatment survey will once again be done this fall to create a map to indicate success and areas that will need treatment next year.
Lake Levels:
A graph from 2013 – 2021 and a graph from 2019 -2022 were handed out. An explanation of what the graph indicated, what full lake slow no wake and Jefferson Bay slow no wake indicators were and how those were determined occurred during question and answer session,
Jim gave a recap of the sources of water for Powers Lake – 35% groundwater, 40% precipitation and 25% runoff.
A discussion and Q & A covered determination of wetland values, quality, groundwater level and native nature. Also, if wetland now not buildable can that be changed? Laws can change and if DPL owns the wetland we control it. Wetland swaps can also be used to remediate changes with current law. Upstream wetlands are the most beneficial since agricultural runoff goes into the wetland and then the lake.
Items taken out of the budget to keep taxes the same were from the legal fund [which has not been needed for some years], $5,000 removed for the boat cleaning station combine to equal the $10,000 yearly loan payment. DPL has historically put $5,000 aside to the wetland fund yearly. 

Wetlands Purchase
The following votes were taken. 
First,
Neal called for a motion to vote to approve and authorize the District Board of Commissioners of the Powers Lake Management District to purchase 22.75 acres, inclusive of protective wetlands property identified as Outlot 1 of CSM 2659 {PIN#60-4-119-172-0314} for a purchase price of $140,000.
Jim Michels made the motion, Dave Anstett seconded. The motion carried.
The vote was 14 in favor, 1 opposed.
Second,
Neal called for a motion to vote to approve the use and spending of $94,668.00 from the District’s Nonlapsable Funds committed to Wetland Acquisition and Maintenance for the purchase of the identified protected wetlands.
Ken Vesely made the motion, Jack Dickman seconded. The motion carried.
The vote was unanimous, 15 approved.
Third,
Ken, as acting Secretary read the following: 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE Powers Lake Management District, IN THE COUNTY OF Kenosha Wisconsin HELD ON THE 5th day of August, 2022 at 7.00 PM.
The meeting was called to order by Neal Kuhn
The District Secretary read the following statement and resolution:
I, Ken Vesely District Secretary, state that:
I am the Secretary of the Powers Lake Management District and that on the 5th day of August, 2022 I was directed by the District Board of Commissioners to present to the electors within the district and owners of property within the district certain resolutions to approve a State Trust Fund Loan in the amount of Fifty Thousand Eight Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($50,800).

Also, as directed by the board and required under Chapter 33.30(4)(a) and 33.305(2), written notice was mailed at least 14 days in advance of the meeting to all electors within the district whose address is known or can be ascertained with reasonable diligence, to all owners of property within the district at the owner's address as listed in the tax roll, and to the Department of Natural Resources. As a substitute to sending written notice to electors residing within the district, the District Board of Commissioners may have Posted a Class 2 notice as provided in Chapter 985 of Wisconsin Statutes.
I will read to you verbatim from a copy of the aforementioned notice that portion of the notice that includes the resolutions that the electors of the district will consider:
NOTICE OF ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING
Notice is hereby given to all electors within the district and to all owners of property within the district, that an annual meeting of the Powers Lake Management District, IN THE COUNTY OF Kenosha Wisconsin will be held on the 5th day of August 2022 at 7:00 PM for the following purpose:
To authorize the District Board of Commissioners of the Powers Lake Management District to borrow the sum of Fifty Thousand Eight Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($50,800). for the purpose of financing the purchase of protective wetlands AND, levy upon all the taxable property of the district a direct and irrepealable annual tax for the purpose of paying, and sufficient to pay both the interest on the loan as it becomes due and repay the loan principle within 10 years of making the loan. 



After reading the Record of the Proceedings, the electors executed their paper ballots and handed them to Nancy Michael who counted the results. Tally of votes was 15 approved, none opposed. The Purchase of the wetlands was unanimously approved.

Neal then indicated the interest paid on our loan will be given to schools in various municipalities to use as they see fit. The Village of Twin Lakes and Town of Randall have used this program.

Fourth,
Neal called for a motion to authorize $10,000 to be transferred from the AIS BCS Fund into the Wetland Fund. Dave made a motion, Ken seconded. Motion carried.

Water Level Discussion – consideration, and action if any
A discussion of resident concerns was opened and included:
Methodology of readings: The logger is @ Ken’s house, Wi-Fi enabled and graph is compiled as shown on the charts distributed.
Water levels observed at the outlet
Low water problems with boat lifts, etc.
Graph axis explanation. Town of Randall determines when whole lake SNW for Powers and Benedict and Jefferson Bay SNWs. Lake is in 2 counties {Kenosha and Walworth} and 3 towns {Randall, Wheatland and Village of Bloomfield}. Randall is the governing entity for management.
Discussions such as these have led to a search for the feasibility of regulating flow out of the lake i.e. possible dam. A proposal by Hay & Associates was outlined and has not been budgeted for 2023 yet. 
· Phase 1: water level mapping for $3,500.
· Phase 2: an agency coordination effort with the DNR, towns, county, Benedict and Tombeau for     $1,500. This would be a long term process which could take years.
· Phase 3 would be a concept development for $9,500.
Total Cost of all 3 phases, if needed, would be $14,500. 
There is no assurance that Powers would get approval to do anything. Cost is undetermined if approval is given. There is also no assurance that the $14,500 would get us to a point where we have enough information to share and make a decision.
Jim offered that low water problems existed during the 1988 drought and the 2012 drought which quickly resolved in 2013. A field meeting was held then with the DNR to include seeing Powers Lake and the Tombeau Lake dam board. At that time, the DNR stated that any water control device on Powers would require 100% approval from residents of the District. Clarification is needed to see if that is still valid. Approval might be more easily obtained now since the flood plain 100 year level differences between Kenosha and Walworth have been resolved and agreed upon. The previous one foot difference between counties had been on the agenda for 10 years. In an effort to obtain a construction permit, Bill Griggs was able to have them fast track it.
It is premature to talk about a dam. The talk should be about allocation of resources to identify the problem and potential solutions. We need more facts.
We can add the $14,500 to the 2023 Budget for approval.
Bill Griggs made a motion to approve this proposal from Hay & Associates for $14,500 to spend in 3 phases outlined in Hay’s letter of July 15, 2022. Jack Dickman seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Budget Hearing – public input
The published budget was amended to add the $14,500 for the Hay & Associates proposal which increases the Lake Management Budget, from $23,100 to $37,600 and the Total Operating Cost would be $55,300.

Presentation and Approval of the proposed 2023 budget:
Ken made a motion to approve the amended 2023 Annual Budget and expenditures over $10K of:
· $37,600 Lake Management Budget
· $55,300 for the Total Operating Cost 
· $42,300 for the 2023 tax levy 
Jack Dickman seconded. Motion passed.

New Business
John Griffin inquired about nature of the vegetation growing above the water’s surface in Jefferson Bay. Neal will have the applicator check that area when the survey is done in the fall. John was directed to the website for invasive information/illustrations and Jim showed him some after the meeting. Also, this is due to the low water levels.
Inquiry about the responsibility for the Jefferson Island Channel can be obtained by reviewing the April 2013 Quarterly Meeting Minutes on the website. Hay and Associates and the DNR covered this issue extensively.
Inquiry as to whether town boat fees could be increased. Bob stated that fee amounts are based on launch facilities, parking/restrooms, and the town is at the maximum fee allowed for their launches.
Inquiry as to wakeboard boats covered in Common Sense. Boats with ballast should not be used in shallow areas, it does not create a higher wake and stirs lake bottom.
Inquiry as to why $400 was left in the AIS BCS fund. This can still be used for further education projects in the future, possibly signage or something else.

Set 2023 Annual Meeting Date:
Neal made a motion to schedule the next annual meeting for Friday, August 4, 2023 at 7 p.m.  Dave seconded. Motion carried.

Nomination and election of candidates for commissioner:
Ken nominated Neal for commissioner. Jack D seconded. Neal nominated Dave for commissioner, Ken seconded. Jim called for other nominations. No other persons were interested in running. Jim made a motion to elect Neal and Dave as commissioners for 3 years by acclamation. Motion seconded by Ken.  Motion carried.

Adjourn:
Neal made a motion to adjourn, Dave seconded. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.






































Minutes of the August 5, 2022 Meeting of the District of Powers Lake
Which immediately followed the Annual Meeting
Randall Town Hall, Bassett, WI 53105

Neal called the meeting to order @ 8:55 p.m.

Roll Call: Neal Kuhn, Bob Stoll, Dave Anstett, Jim Michels, Ken Vesely were present. 

Nominate and elect Chairperson, Treasurer & Secretary:
Dave made a motion to leave officers the same, Ken seconded. Motion carried.
	
Wetland purchase and BCPL State fund application:
Ken presented and read aloud the following Form of Record:

The following preamble and resolutions were presented by Commissioner Ken Vesely and were read to the meeting.
By the provisions of Sec. 24.66 of the Wisconsin Statutes, all municipalities may borrow money for such purposes in the manner prescribed, and,
By the provisions of Chapter 24 of the Wisconsin Statutes, the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands of Wisconsin is authorized to make loans from the State Trust Funds to municipalities for such purposes. (Municipality as defined by Sec. 24.60(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes means a town, village, city, county, public inland lake protection and rehabilitation district, town sanitary district created under Sec. 60.71 or 60.72, metropolitan sewerage district created under Sec. 200.05 or 200.23, joint sewerage system created under Sec. 28 1.43(4), school district or technical college district.)
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Powers Lake Management District, in the County of Kenosha, Wisconsin, borrow from the Trust Funds of the State of Wisconsin the sum of Fifty Thousand Eight Hundred And 00/100 Dollars ($50,800.00) for the purpose of financing the purchase of protective wetlands and for no other purpose.
The loan is to be payable within 10 years from the 15th day of March preceding the date the loan is made. The loan will be repaid in annual installments with interest at the rate of 4.50 percent per annum from the date of making the loan to the 15th day of March next and thereafter annually as provided by law.
RESOLVED FURTHER, that at the annual or special meeting, the electors and property owners voted by majority to raise and levy upon all taxable property, within the Powers Lake Management District, in the County of Kenosha, Wisconsin, a direct annual tax for the purpose of paying interest and principal on the loan as they become due.
RESOLVED FURTHER, that no money obtained by the Powers Lake Management District by such loan from the state be applied or paid out for any purpose except financing the purchase of protective wetlands without the consent of the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands.
RESOLVED FURTHER, that in case the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands of Wisconsin agrees to make the loan, that the chairman and secretary of the Powers Lake Management District, in the County of Kenosha, Wisconsin, are authorized and empowered, in the name of the district to execute and deliver to the Commission, certificates of indebtedness, in such form as required by the Commission, for any sum of money that may be loaned to the district pursuant to this resolution. The chairman and secretary of the district will perform all necessary actions to fully can-y out the provisions of Chapters 24 and 33 Wisconsin Statutes, and these resolutions.
RESOLVED FURTHER, that this preamble and these resolutions and the aye and no vote by which they were adopted, be recorded, and that the secretary of the district forward this certified record, along with the application for the loan, to the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands of Wisconsin.
Commissioner Dave Anstett moved adoption of the foregoing preamble and resolutions.
The question being upon the adoption of the foregoing preamble and resolutions, a vote was taken by ayes and noes, which resulted as follows:
4 Ayes, Neal Kuhn, Dave Anstett, Jim Michels, Ken Vesely
1 Abstain, Bob Stoll as our Town Representative abstained and is customary 
2 Absent, Judy Jooss and Lou Manfredini were not in attendance
Adjourn
Neal made a motion to adjourn, Jim seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.























